
PA G E 2 2 •  V A RI A N T • VO LU M E 2 N U M BE R 1 5 • S UM M E R   2 0 0 2

M o s c ow is the only city in Russia right now that
has enough money to support a thriving commer-
cial art scene.This is not to say that art does not
exist elsew h e re , but in most cases there is just not
the money circulating to support the familiar sys-
tem of public and private galleries and artist-run
c e n t res feeding off each other to create a wo rl d -
c o m p e t i t ive art scene.

Aside from the main private ve nues such as the
Gallery Marat Guelman, the Regina Gallery and the
XL Gallery, the lifeblood of the arts in Moscow
runs through the netwo rk of non-pro fit and artist-
run initiatives that developed during the 1990s.
These organisations are at the fo re f ront in cre a t-
ing and promoting innova t ive wo rk and support-
ing original, cutting-edge artists.

The non-pro fit TV Gallery p romotes time-
based/video art and produces cultural progra m-
ming about art for telev i s i o n . TV Gallery
maintains an energetic programme of  ex h i b i t i o n s ,
media pro d u c t i o n ,s i n g l e - channel and installation
v i d e o, and vigoro u s ly promotes international
ex ch a n g e s . TV Gallery's director Nina Zare t s k aya
s ay s :

"Our original mission was to co n n e ct the world of
co nt e m p o ra ry art and the artists with mass-media and
n ew t e c h n o l o g i e s, a task no one had actually done in
Russia befo re. In the late 80s we began making T V
p ro g rams about exhibitions and actions of
co nt e m p o ra ry art. At the same time t h e re appeared an
idea to open a non-prof i t ce nt re—and so we used t h e
same name:TV Gallery. Our goal is to develop new
technologies in art ,f i r s t of all to initiat e ,o rga n i ze and
p romote video art. "

While funding for projects comes from va r i o u s
grants and international institutes,TV Gallery ' s
running expenses are also supported by the pri-
vate means of the fo u n d e rs , as is the Z v e rev Centre
for Modern Art. The Zve rev Centre is a unique
place: a former greenhouse that has been conve r t-
ed into a gallery in traditional rustic Russian
a rch i t e c t u ral style, with a large garden used fo r
p e r formances and installations. The gallery com-
prises both the Zve rev Museum and an artist-run
c o n t e m p o ra ry art space for ex h i b i t i o n s ,h a p p e n-
ings and perfo r m a n c e .

A c c o rding to the Zve rev Centre's fo u n d e r
A l ex ey Sosna,"we consider ava n t - g a rde art to be a
special bra n ch of academic art."  The Zve rev
Museum is an academic institution which pre-
s e rve s ,s t u d i e s , authenticates and promotes the
paintings of A n a t o ly Zve rev (1931-1986), t h e
"Russian Van Gogh."  The artist-run space is cura t-

ed and staffed by vo l u n t e e rs who progra m m e
eve ry kind of contempora ry art, as well as support-
ing a re n owned contempora ry poetry society.Th e
C e n t re presents a full programme of ex h i b i t i o n s
and events throughout the season, and is particu-
l a rly interested in presenting perfo r m a t ive wo rk .

Under the Soviet system, modern art was the
p re s e rve of a huge netwo rk of institutions, t h e
N ational Centres for Contemporary Art ( N C CA ' s ) ,
w h i ch ran eve ry t h i n g . During Pe re s t roika and
a f t e r, the system began to fall apart, and now,
although there is a compre h e n s ive netwo rk of
often ve ry fine bra n ches of the NCCA ' s , the fund-
ing just is not in place to support them. In the
e a rly 90's the Soros Centres for Contemporary Art
( S C CAs) and Soros funding programmes we re set
up by the financier George Soro s . These SCCA s
took up the slack from the state, and allowe d
" u n o f ficial" art to flo u r i s h , financing up to 50% of
the actual realised art projects in Russia. In 2000,
h oweve r, the SCCA’s we re closed; artists are still
reeling from the fallout of this decision.

C o n s e q u e n t ly, the netwo rk of small artist-run
spaces run on a shoestring and supported by occa-
sional gra n t s , donations and gifts, is more crucial
than ever to the development of contempora ry art.
The Dom Ku l t u r y ve nue hosts concerts of jazz and
c o n t e m p o ra ry mu s i c , and runs a bar, w h i ch allow s
it to give a home to a small but important artist-
run gallery upstairs . In recent ye a rs , Spider and
Mouse Gallery and Escape Gallery h ave become
ve ry important institutions in Moscow. Both have
ex t re m e ly high reputations in the Moscow art
wo rl d , and are incre a s i n g ly becoming known inter-
n a t i o n a l ly. Spider and Mouse, founded by Marina
Pe rchikhina and Igor Iog a n s o n , has a strong iden-
tity as a video gallery, but also presents mixed
media projects: the  cura t o rs support what is inno-
va t ive , seeking fresh pers p e c t ives from across the
c o u n t ry. The gallery is also active in international
p resentations and collab o rations; Pe rchikhina in
particular wo rks ex t e n s ive ly in A r m e n i a , and the
g a l l e ry has partnerships with artist-run  centres in
S t o ck h o l m .

Escape Gallery for ye a rs existed as a series of
t e m p o ra ry galleries in different domestic apart-
m e n t s . As an artist-run enterp r i s e , it exists for the
artists to ex p e r i m e n t ,p resent and  promote their
wo rk . It is we l l - k n own among the community of
a r t i s t s , critics and dealers , less so in the popular
c u l t u re guides. C u r re n t ly it has found a home in a
t i ny flat in a huge apartment block at Nagornaya ,
d i re c t ly to the south of the city centre .

For artists, participation in exhibitions at any
of the artist-run centres affo rds the opportunity
to expose themselves in a supportive yet  critical-
ly-demanding env i ro n m e n t . The eventual hoped-
for re s u l t , aside from sales or commissions, is to
be asked to participate in a larg e , funded public
art eve n t , perhaps sponsored by Sony or Siemens,
perhaps even ab ro a d .

The main centre in Moscow for major public
exhibition was always the C e n t ral House of Artists,
w h i ch shares a building with the stunning collec-
tion of the Tre t ya kov National Art Museum's 20th
c e n t u ry collection at Krymsky Va l. N ow most of it
is given over to retail galleries of va rying quality,
and ve ry conserva t ive , boring ex h i b i t i o n s .
H oweve r, in April the place comes to life with the
a n nual "Art Moscow" art fa i r, w h i ch highlights
some of the directions of contempora ry art in
R u s s i a .
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In yet another dire c t i o n , M e d i a A r t L a b is also an
artist-run centre , but it now exists in virtual space.
It formed as a division of the SCCA to bring
t ogether pra c t i t i o n e rs in art, c u l t u re and media
including new tech n o l og y. N ever solely concerned
with art, it evo l ve d ,t h rough its hosting of Internet-
art pro j e c t s ,c o n f e rences and international  mu l t i-
d i s c i p l i n a ry pro j e c t s , into one of the stro n g e s t
m e d i a - c u l t u ral organisations in Euro p e . When the
M o s c ow SCCA closed, M e d i a A r t L ab was left with-
out a ve nu e , and ch o s e , at least for the pre s e n t ,t o
go virtual, c o n c e n t rating on building and main-
taining netwo rks of pra c t i t i o n e rs to facilitate pro-
jects conferences and critical dialog u e s . In 2001
t h ey hosted MediaFo r u m , part of the Moscow
International Film Fe s t iva l ,s h owing alternative
video and new media. M e d i a A r t L ab is deeply
concerned with issues surrounding new tech n o l o-
gy's impact upon general cultural pro c e s s e s ,w i t h
issues of centra l i s a t i o n / d e c e n t ralisation of culture
in Russia, and in cross-dissemination of Russian
and "fo reign" ideas and cultural concepts.

The artist-run centres especially provide oppor-
tunities for artists from the prov i n c e s ,o f f e r i n g
them the opportunity to have their wo rk seen and
a s s e s s e d . Though the art scene may be small and
u n fa s h i o n ab l e , it takes art seriously. A ve r n i s s a g e
for ex a m p l e , is less an opportunity to see and be
seen than it is to argue and debate the fin e r
points (the experience can be terrifying for the
Western artist!).

One of the main differences between the life of
the artist in Moscow and in the Western capitals,
is that it is just not at all fa s h i o n able to be an
artist in Russia. It is fa s h i o n able to be a business-
m a n , a pop star, a sports hero—but not an artist.
No-one goes to art school for fun or to be cool. N o -
one pursues art unless they re a l ly feel a desper-
a t e , burning drive to be an artist—and often not
even then. Although there is ra re ly any money in
art any w h e re , this is even more the case in Russia.
Th e re are few rewa rds except integr i t y, p a s s i o n
and belief in the timeless value of making art.

Co n t a ct s :

Dom Ku l t u ry Arts Ce nt re
O rch i n n i kov s ky Pe re u l o k ,2 4 / 4
11318 Moscow
M e t ro: novo k u z n e t s k a i a

Ce nt ral House of Art i s t s / N ew Tre t ya kov
K ry m s ky Va l
M e t ro: Oktyab ryskaia Sad

A rt Media Ce nt re "TV Gallery "
6 ,B o l s h aya Yakimanka Str. ,
109180 Moscow 
M e t ro: Oktyab ryskaia Sad
Tel.: (+7 095) 238 0269 Fax: (+7 095) 238 9666
h t t p : / / w w w. t v g a l l e ry. r u

Zve rev Ce nter for Modern Art
N ovo ryazanskaia 29/2
M o s c ow 107066
M e t ro: Baumannskaia
095 265 6166

G a l l e ry Guelman
7 / 7 , building 5 Malaya Polianka Stre e t
M o s c ow 109180 
M e t ro Oktyab ryskaia Sad or Po l i a n k a
Te l . / fax (7- 095) 238-8492
e-mail: gallery @ g u e l m a n . r u
h t t p : / / w w w.guelman.ru/  

Regina Gallery
1st T ve rs k aya - Ya m s k aya Stre e t ,
M o s c ow
( b e t ween T ve rs k aya and Te a t ra l n aya Metro sta-
t i o n s )
L e n i n gra d s ky Pro s p e c t , 58 (in the ya rd )
M e t ro: A e ro p o r t

Escape art s p a ce
N a g o r n aya Street 23, ko rp. 2
M o s c ow 113186 
t e l . 095 127 0919
e - m a i l : ay ze n _ e s c a p e @ m t u - n e t . r u
h t t p : / / w w w. e s c a p e p rogra m . r u

Spider and Mouse ga l l e ry
L e n i n gra d s ky Pro s p e c t , 58 (in the ya rd )
M e t ro: A e ro p o r t
Telephone: +07 095 287 13 60 
e-mail: spmous@hotmail.com

Trash Art
h t t p : / / w w w. d a - d a - n e t . r u / Tra s h A r t / b i n s . a s p


