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Ap o l ogies for the absence of this
column in the last issue, I wa s
busy doing some wa l l p a p e r i n g
and went to Japan in search of
s t range print cre a t i o n s ,t h e re ’s a
bumper crop of reading material
in this issue, h o p e f u l ly it wa s
worth the wa i t … .

Writing a book about all the pre-
vious books yo u ’ ve written,
designed and published sounds
l i ke an ultimate conceit but
L e o n a rd Ko re n ’s 13 Books ( n o t e s
on the design, construction &
m a rketing of my last…) is a sat-
i s f y i n g , successful book in it’s
own right and manages to avo i d

the depths of self-indulgence. Ko re n ’s earl i e r
books published over the last 25 ye a rs we re ab o u t

baths & bathing and Ja p a n e s e
fa s h i o n , business and aesthetics,
e a ch book in turn is ex a m i n e d
a n e c d o t a l ly in terms of: subject
m a t t e r, i n s p i ra t i o n ,o rg a n i s i n g
p r i n c i p l e , greatest diffic u l t y,
d e gree of success and enduring
l e s s o n , the scheme is completed
with Gary Pa n t e r ’s hand draw n
i l l u s t rations of the original
b o o k s ,s h owing the cover and
details from each book, ( a p a r t
f rom one book cover which wa s
e n fo rced on Ko ren by a publish-
e r, and which he refuses to
include in his own book!) 1 3
B o o k s should be of interest to
a nyone invo l ved in making

b o o k s , whether or not they are familiar with
Ko re n ’s previous books. As a bookmake r, s e l l e r,

collector and rev i ewe r, a d m i t t e d-
ly I’m predisposed to this type of
b o o k , I might even rev ive
‘ M a rk ’s Little Book about Mark ’s
Books’ which I started in 1989
and never quite got round to fin-
i s h i n g . File next to Wab i - S ab i
for A r t i s t s ,D e s i g n e rs , Poets &
P h i l o s o p h e rs , 283 Useful Ideas
f rom Japan and Success
S t o r i e s — H ow eleven of Ja p a n ’s
most interesting businesses
came to be, all by Leonard
Ko re n .

I t ’s a book full of dots. D o t . . . ag e
by Yasushi Cho. is a delectab l e
full colour handsewn book of
d o t s , not just any dots, but those

lines of full stops............... found on the contents
pages of books................ in telephone dire c t o r i e s

and on order fo r m s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .l i n e s
of dots to impose order on empty
space and inform the eye where to
look nex t . Is there a proper name
for these incidental dots know n
o n ly to typogra p h e rs and dot-spot-
t e rs? D o t . . . ag e d i s p l ays a purity of
conception which is reminiscent of
e a rly Concrete Po e t ry. File inside
Found Po e m s , Bern Po r t e r,
Something Else Press 1972.

No payment will be made until bal-
ance equals $50.00, a small artists
book by Ja ck Grahl is a collection
of re c o rd company royalty state-
ments which inform the re c i p i e n t ;
‘ We ’ re not going to pay you the

m o n ey we owe you until we owe you a bit more ’ !
A decidedly non-glamorous look at the entertain-
ment industry / music business. Is Ja ck Grahl an
artist or accountant? File next to your ove rd ra f t
statements and bounced ch e q u e s .

M a s c a ra was Peter Ko h l e r ’s dinky little handmade
publication that I imagine he carried all the
copies round in his pocket for a couple of we e k s
b e fo re he could bear to part with them. His latest
book came as a surp r i s e , O p e n is a thick 100 page
s l ab of a book, w h i ch I’ve been wo rking my way
t h rough delibera t e ly slow ly, s avouring each page
of his multiple unlike ly comic strips, Fi rst Ladies
v s . the Ghost of Papa Doc Duva l i e r,Vi c i o u s
Shrimp Man, Old Mad Wi t ch , Mortal Man,
S c reaming Ball and the Floating Skull,Th e
Gnome and the A n t i d e p ressants and Th e
Laughing Fr u i t s . File next to Al A cke r m a n ’s ‘ L e t
Me Eat Massive Pieces of Clay ’

H AW ! H o r r i b l e , horrible cartoons by Iva n
B r u n e t t i . A collection of mora l ly re p re h e n s i b l e ,
heads dow n , no nonsense, mindless yucko - d e p ravo
cartoons by Ivan Brunetti. Is this scathing social
c r i t i q u e , or is he just a complete Sick Fuck? I
dunno and after reading it seve ral times I’m
ashamed to even get half the re f e rences in there ,
its the kind of book you would hope they had diffi-
culty finding a printer to accept!  Th e re ’s not a sin-
gle cartoon in here I could get away with
d e s c r i b i n g , well perhaps the one with cute kids
hustling heroin to a re c e n t ly landed space alien,
or maybe the one of grandpa and grandma in the
computer show room ‘ Ye a h , ye a h , ye a h . . . Skip the
mumbo-jumbo son... Just show us how to get
p o r n ogra p hy on this fuckin’ thing.’  But the one
with an earnest looking couple at the dinner tab l e
with the woman wondering out loud ‘Is sperm
Vegan?’ is clearly going too fa r, and we ’ ve not
even started on sex ,d e a t h , drugs and mu t i l a t i o n
in imaginative combinations. H AW! is pro b ab ly
not ava i l able in your local comic shop. File in the
Toilet or next to your collection of those naughty
e ros comics.

SUGAR BOOGER, Kevin Scalzo, is a beautiful
p o cket sized candy - c o l o u red comic featuring
Sugar Boog e r, a big happy bear, who likes nothing
better than playing with kids in the park ,u n fo r t u-
n a t e ly all the ch i l d ren he meets have been indoc-
trinated not to talk to stra n g e rs and freak out
when he tries to make friends with them. S u g a r
B o oger wins them over by swa l l owing an enor-
mous sack full of candy and using his unique tal-
ent to produce copious amounts of sweet snot!
SUGAR BOOGER—a ve rsatile plaything that kids
can play with, m a ke models out of, bounce aro u n d
on and even eat! Beautiful and bonke rs . File nex t
to A rcher Prew i t t ’s Sof’ B oy.

I ’ ve rev i ewed World War 3 Illustrated b e fo re so
t h ey wo u l d n ’t normally get another mention, b u t
World War 3 Illustrated # 3 2 , their response to
11/9/2001/NYC is an ex t re m e ly powerful and mov-
ing issue. R ev i ewing it seems superflu o u s ,s o
h e re ’s the editor’s introduction in full:

“ We published the first issue of World War 3 Illustrat e d
in 1980. I t co ntained images of New York City in ruins.
Nuclear war seemed imminent. As conditions go t wo r s e
under Re a ga n , war became a metaphor for our daily
l i ve s . To d ay in 2002 we are experiencing real war on our
doorstep here in Manhat t a n .We see war and the city
with new eye s . This 32nd issue of World War 3
I l l u s t rated co ntains the diverse re a ctions of New Yo r k
a rt i s t s, writers and cartoonists to the disaster.This issue
g rows out of our personal ex p e r i e n ce. From seeing,
h e a r i n g, smelling and living with this insane eve nt. We
a re not t rying to prove a point.We are asking questions.
Trying to make sense out of the inco m p re h e n s i b l e.

Looking for our Humanity in the rubble.”

File next to a couple of other copies of this issue
w h i ch you’ll be lending to friends.

A couple of year ago I used to fli ck through W h i l e
you were sleep i n g and put it sw i f t ly back in Towe r
R e c o rds magazine ra cks when I came to the page
of spray painted subway tra i n s . Recent issues are
mu ch improve d ,i t ’s put together by a bunch of
t we n t y - n o t h i n g ,n eve r- grow-up guys fro m
M a ry l a n d , who have mu cho fun picking feuds wit
the Spam Museum, i n t e rv i ewing hooke rs (most
issues) and interv i ewing which ever member of th
Wu Tang Clan comes to hand (most issues). B a s i c
i n t e rv i ew technique—ask the most stoopid ques-
tions you can get away with. Th e re ’s a great 5-fin-
g e r-discount shoplifting fashion feature ,
c a c o p h o ny society style pranks and Jello re m i n i s c
ing about Jo ey (Biafra / R a m o n e ) . Th e re ’s still a
f ew vandalised trains in there but thankfully out-
weighed by more interesting post-gra f / b i l l b o a rd
m o d i fication wo rk from the likes of Tw i s t ,R e a s ,
E s p o, M a rg a ret Kilgallen and Shawn Wolfe plus
some notable recent cover artwo rk from Mitch
O’Connell and John ”Garbage Pail Kids” Po u n d .
File where your mum wo n ’t find it.

“I love the smell of vandalism early in the morn-
i n g ”d e c l a res UK gra f fiti artist Banksy. B a n g i n g
your head against a brick wall is a collection of
recent wo rk which he’s genero u s ly stencilled on
walls across London—doing his own bit for the
abolition of gallery admission fees. These no frill
b l a ck & white spraypainted wo rks are deceptive ly
s i m p l e , juxtaposing familiar images; sch o o l g i rl s
hugging bombs, s u rveillance cameras peeping ou
of dustbins and Mona Lisa with a ro cket launch e r
B a n k s y ’s virtuoso piece is a ‘designated gra f fit i
a rea’ stencil for use on pristine white wa l l s ,i l l u s-
t rated with photos of gra f fiti encrusted walls a fe
d ays after being ‘ o f fic i a l ly designated’. B a n g i n g
your head against a brick wall is splattered with
useful how-to hints, B a n k s y ’s paranoid method
rants and his i t ’s - o n ly - a r t - i f - y o u - c a n - g e t - a r re s t e d - f o r-
d o i n g - i t m a n t ra . Th e re ’s no vandalised trains in
h e re and no Krylon spraypaint fetishisation
either—‘Cheap British paint is fin e ’ . Wo rd on the
s t reet is that the police have collected an impre s-
s ive portfolio of Banksy’s wo rk  and would ve ry
mu ch like to see him put somew h e re there ’s lots o
walls and no spray p a i n t , so it looks like Banksy
m ay be taking an early vo l u n t a ry re t i re m e n t .

PUNK PLANET #46 is a great fin d , this issue is a
Art & Design special issue covering a broad spec-
trum of artists whose wo rk is informed and
i n s p i red by their interp retations of the punk/do-it
yo u rself ethos. PUNK PLANET #46 f e a t u res a
range of artists from the internationally know n :
Jamie Hernandez of Love & Rockets comics, t h e
re c e n t ly re s u r faced Gee Va u cher who did all the
CRASS A r t wo rk and Shepard Fa i rey of
G I A N T / A n d re the Giant notoriety to smaller loca
i n i t i a t ives & projects; SF’s Pond Gallery, C h i c a g o
Barrio Murals and the Mobiliv re Bookmobile tak-
ing in along the way a host of indy cartoonists and
u n c l a s s i fiable individuals such as Elliot Earl s —
t y p ogra p h e r / mu s i c i a n . I’m not sure if having fo u r
d i f f e rent ‘limited edition’ cove rs is ve ry PUNK,
but then I never felt the need to buy Genera t i o n
X ’s King Rocker 7” in all four different colours of
v i nyl either, so what do I know ?

U n s u rp r i s i n g ly I found some great books in Ja p a n
perfect eye candy for image junkies, n ever mind
the language barrier!  Travel about K AO H A M E :
88 best shots by Ijichi Hiroy u k i , is a photogra p h i c
collection of painted wooden fig u res with holes fo r
fa c e s — for you to stand behind and have yo u r
photo take n . The Japanese are photo-cra z y, s n a p-

Zine & Comics rev i ew
Mark Paws o n
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ping each other wherever they go and these
Kaohame sited in tourist locations and va c a t i o n

spots provide yet another photo
o p p o r t u n i t y. H i royuki has trav-
elled across Japan photogra p h-
ing Kaohame which come in a
variety of shapes; historical/fo l k-
l o re ch a ra c t e rs , fis h ,m ovie stars ,
s t a t u e s , and monster sized ice-
c ream cones! Each Kaohame is
g iven a star rating and accompa-
nied with a small hand-draw n
map of its location (essential to
find anything in Japan) tog e t h e r
with train information and
admission ch a rg e s . It wo u l d
h ave been a nice touch to have
included a few shots of the
Kaohame actually being used by

s i g h t s e e rs and tourists.

DAG A S H I is 120 pages crammed full with colour
photos of cheap swe e t s , chocolates and candy cost-

ing ¥20-30 (12-18p) and ch e a p
p o cket money toys (¥50-100 / 30-
60p)! Th e re ’s a multitude of
s t range sweeties in eye - c a t ch i n g
p a ck a g e s , ra m s h a ckle old lady
sweet shops, t ra d i t i o n a l
Japanese sweet make rs , swe e t
c r i s py tonkatsu pork fil l e t s ,
c a n dy ch o p s t i ck s ,l u cky lottery
swe e t s , rice snacks galore ,s t re e t
fair fo o d s ,s n a ck noodles pack-
aged as cigarettes and things
you can only guess at. I m a g i n e
the re s e a rch for this book, i t
would be like giving a couple of
p e s ky seven year olds £100 and
s aying now off you go and buy
as many different sweets and
t oys as you can, d o n ’t spend

m o re than 50p on any item and don’t come back
till yo u ’ ve spent all the money!  Wa t ch out fo r
P i ck’n’Mix Challenge on some dodgy digital ch a n-

nel soon… I don’t even want to
k n ow why this book was put
t ogether or what the text say s ,
I’m just happy to know it ex i s t s .
File next to Sugar Booger and a
b ox of cheap sweets and penny
ch ews big enough to make yo u
s i ck if you ate them all at once.

In The Mambonsai 2 Pa ra d i s e
Yamamoto combines Bonsai, t ra-
ditional Japanese ornamental
shrubs with plastic ra i lway
model fig u res into a series of
p re c i s e ly arranged tab l e a u x .
Look closely amongst the shrub-
b e ry and moss in Th e
Mambonsai 2 and you’ll notice
the little people, t h ey ’ re not pix-

ies or elve s , but gr u m py old men, reluctant hike rs ,
s k i n ny - d i p p e rs and skiving wo rk m e n . Ya m a m o t o
c reates beauty spots crawling with photogra p h e rs
and a fo rest which is a popular site for committing

s u i c i d e .The book is supplement-
ed with beautiful diagra m s , a
s i ze chart comparing
Mambonsai with the To kyo
t ower and Mt Eve rest and
t h e re ’s even a Mambonsai theme
s o n g . Th a n k f u l ly Th e
Mambonsai 2 is bilingual, w i t h
good tra n s l a t i o n s , although later
on in the book  Yamamoto wa r n s
us “In case you know little ab o u t
Japanese culture , please consult
a professional befo re trying to
decipher this high-leve l ,i n t e l l e c-
tual and sophisticated ch a r t .” A
t r u ly unique and loopy, b o o k .
File next to Kenji Kawa k a m i ’s
101 Useless Ja p a n e s e

I nve n t i o n s .

U l t raman is the enormously popular rubb e rs u i t e d
Japanese superhero who has been battling goofy
space monsters for the last 30 ye a rs . In D a d dy is
U l t r a m a n, a beautiful ch i l d re n ’s book by Ta t s u ya
M i yanishi we see the domestic side of his life, a t
home with his son and wife, u l t ra m a m . Wh e n
U l t raman comes home after a hard day fig h t i n g
evil monsters in a devastated city and sees the
w re ckage of his son’s toy - s t rewn room he looses
his composure and shouts at his son. Later on he
a p o l ogises by making paper masks of his many
a dve rsaries for his son to play with. Its all draw n
in a loose Keith Haring-esque style, with painstak-
i n g ly handmade colour mis-separa t i o n s . I hope the
idea of Da d dy is Ult r a ma n -type books doesn’t
c a t ch on over here , can you imagine the horro rs of
‘ D a ddy is a Te l ly t u bby’—unless Ivan Brunetti
w rote and drew it? File in your kids ro o m , or fo r
when you decide to learn Ja p a n e s e .

Japanese books are unsurp r i s i n g ly near- i m p o s s i-
ble to get hold of outside of Ja p a n ,n ext time
yo u ’ re in To kyo (?) ch e ck out PRO G E T TO, O N
S U N DAYS , NA D I F F, G A L L E RY 360 and Vi l l a g e
Va n g u a rd .

Closer to home is London’s new B o o ka rt b o o ks h o p
specialising in artists books and small press publi-
c a t i o n s . Bookartbookshop only opened in
Feb r u a ry 2002 and has alre a dy built up an impre s-
s ive stock ,s u c c e s s f u l ly filling a gap in London’s
bookshops and providing a mu ch needed special-
ist ve nue for artists books and small press publica-
t i o n s .Th ey deserve your support, and did I
mention that they sell my books?

13 Books, L e o n a rd Ko re n ,$ 1 7 . 9 5 .
l e o n a rd ko re n . c o m

D o t . . . a g e , by Yasushi Cho, ¥ 7 8 0 ,
cho@helen.ocn.ne.jp www5.ocn.ne.jp/~laughter

no payment will be made until balance equals
$50.00 Ja ck Gra h l , 21 Hampton Rd, Fo rest Gate,
London E7 OPD

O p e n , Peter Ko h l e r, b i o n d i b o o k s @ sw i p n e t . s e

H AW! Horrible, horrible cartoons by Iva n
B r u n e t t i . $8.95 Fa n t a gra p h i c s

SUGAR BOOGER, Kevin Scalzo, $ 3 . 9 5 .
w w w. kev i n s c a l zo. c o m

Wo rld War 3 Illustra t e d ,$ 3 . 5 0 + p & p, Wo rld War 3,
P O B ox 20777,Tompkins Square Sta., N Y, N Y
10009 USA

while you we re sleeping $4.98 www. w h i l eyo u w-
e re s l e e p i n g . c o m

Banging your head against a brick wa l l ,B a n k s y, £ 4
, w w w. a k u k .w w w. b a n k s y. c o. u k

PUNK PLANET, $9.00 inc p+p.
w w w. p u n k p l a n e t . c o m

Travel about KAOHAME: 88 best shots. I j i ch i
H i roy u k i

DAG A S H I ,S h i n chosha ¥1600

The MAMBONSAI 2, Pa radise Ya m a m o t o, ¥ 1 7 0 0 ,
w w w. m a m b o n s a i . c o m

DA D DY IS ULT R A M A N,(and 6 more books in the
series) Ta t s u ya Miyanishi ¥1170

P RO G E T TO, 5-5 Maruya m a ch o, S h i b u ya ,To kyo
w w w. p rog e t t o. c o. j p

ON SUNDAYS , 3-7-6 Jingumae, S h i b u ya - k u ,To kyo.
w w w. wa t a r i u m . c o. j p

NA D I F F, in A oya m a .w w w.nadiff com

G A L L E RY 360 in Omotesando

Village Va n g u a rd in Shimo-Kitazawa

B o o k a r t b o o k s h o p, 17 Pitfield St, London N1 6HB,
Wed-Sat 1-7pm, 020 7608

1333 www. b o o k a r t b o o k s h o p. c o m


